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To A book, called 


Of Goſp el-Minifters, antl Goſpel Ordinance? put. 
forth 'by 7. G. In which he pretends an Anſwer 


to E. B's. Tryal of the Miniſters, and other things. 


againſt the Quakers. 

But on the contrary hath manifeſted, that he is altogether 
Ignorant of the Goſpe/-Miniſtry and Ordinance, as will 
appear to-him that reads this Anſwer, with defire to un- 
derſtand the Truth; and fo to receive Satisfattion. ,- 

And inftead of clearing the Truth in any Particular; he hath falſly 
charged God, Chri, the Holy. Spirit, the Primitive Churches and the 


Quakers, with ſuch things of which they were never any of them 
ouity, as will pos in the fol. owing Teſtimony. 
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Given for < from kim who deſires the Edification and Sz atisfa- 


Ction of all in the things appertaining co the'Kingdom of God, 
KICH. HUBBERTHO N. 
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The workers of iniquity have no kyow ledge, there is no fat! *bfultl | | 
their mouth, their inzard part 4 uery EASY Pla. 59. and with þ 


c their vords they few forth the Jae. 


LondonggPus ated for Robert Wilſon, at the ©1911 x che Black- ron 
—_— god {oaderra in Martins PE Talia, 1660. 
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An Anſwer tothe Priefts Defence. 


Hatſoever is written or a&ed againſt the Truth, and tho 
ww that walk in it,is but a fulfilling of the Scripture of Truth, 
which-ſaicth, The way of the wicked i darkneſs, and they 
know not at what they fiumble, Prov.q.19. Aithough the 
ftumbling-ftone be the Light, the Foundation of many generations ; 
in reje&ion of which many goabour to build and would be approved, 
one of which I ſhall here meaction. : 

Fobn Gackin, who would Defend and Vindicate the Priefs, their 
Preaching, Praflice and Maintenance, though contrary unto Chrit his 
Apoſtles, his Light and his Fords declared in Scripture, as will ap- 

car. | 
Andfirſt, That his Teſtimony may be received, he begins in an 
appearanceof faigned humility, and begging of Pardon for-his flips 
and impertenences and rudenels of ſtile, uied againſt the Quakers, 
faying, bis work is not with eloquency, nor humane Arts. 

In the Examination of which, we do find that he hath often flip- 
ped, and uſed much impertenency of ſpeech and rulene(s of ftile, 
and neither Eloquency, Spirituality or true Humanity in his works, 
many of which being ſo plainly ſeen to all, is accounted not worth 
Printing again ; but ſomthing here 1s mentioned, by which all the 
other may be Compared and Judged. 

Again,divers Reaſons arealleadged as a cauſe of Printing F. G. his 
Defence of the Pries, firſt he ſaith, T! he great Malice and Envy againit the 
Maniſters, and the many Letters and Printed Books ſent by Q\takers, and 
the great growth and encreaſe in Errors, and becauſe many of his 0/4 
Friends and Acquaintz1ce are (as he faith) ſeduced from the Church, 
and to ſtrengthen (uch as are wavering through ignorance and weakneſs, and 
to clear himſelf, &c. and that it might be ſeen 6- come into many hands. 

Anſw. He that would accompliſh thoſe things before named, towit, 
ſubdue Maliceand Envy, and Errors, and inftru& the ignorant, and 
him that is out of the way, and ſtrengthen the weak, he muſt be ſuch 
A Ore as is led by the Spirit, and walks in the Light of Chriſt, which 
hrs hated and contemned by Priefs and their Defenders; that 


3s {© 

firſt thoſe things may be ſubdued in themſelves, and thefy Miniſter 
againſt them in others 3 but none of thoſe things can be done by that 
ſpirir which hath ruled in 7. G. bur that his latcer Reaſor > Which 


he ſaith, moyed him to Print, may be fulfilled ; chan That as 
"a> WIL, 
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did ; WY read or ſpeak _ CO truly, then thou 


(3) £2 
be ſeen, and come into many hands ; and that tothy ownſhame, when 
they read and conftider thy unlearned Lodgick, wherein thou goeſt ro 
prove, that it is nor ſufficient to bring us to Heaven to be freed from 
tin;for thou ſaift, 4 Horſe bath no fn, and ſoby thy compariſon a man 


-withour fin, is bur as a Horſe; ſo that tho! haſt truly ſaid, Thywork is 


without Eloquence or Humene Art: but ſeeing thou haſt taken in hand to 
put things to publick view, in thy next prove, who thoſe men are upon 
rhe Earth that are without ſin, & arenot ſufficient for the Kingdom of 
Heaveryzand whether was it any thing that did ſeparate man ſrom God, 
but ſin? And was not Chriſt onely made manifeſt to take away fin? And 
15 not man perfealy Righteous, when his fin is taken away and made 
the Righteouſneſs of Codin him, Which takes it away, to wit, 
the Lamb of God, which all the Nations of them that are ſaved, 
muſt walk in his Light ? andiit is choſe that hate the Light, and is a- 
gainſt freedom from ſin, that have no underſtanding of the Myſteries 
cf God, which is like the Horſe or Mule, whoſe mouth muſt be held 
with Bit and Bridle, and are like the Beaſt that periſh; bur they that 
are freed from fin, are not fo, neither is the Horſe their Compariſon ; 
but herein thon haſtg{þamed thy ſelf and thy Minijters, that they 
ſhould be ſo ignorant, as neither to teach thee better No&rine before 
thou didſt write, nor corre& thee when thou hadſt written ; but to ſuf- 
ferſuch a thing to appear in this Nation, where Light is broken forth, 
that the ſtate of freedom from fin, is no better than the ſtate of a 
Horſe; bat as the Scriptures ſaith, Tour folly fall be made manifeſt un- 
to allmenz which Scripture 1s daily fulfilling, and we are fatisfied . 
11 it. 

Again, -to cue the Prieſts of England to be Miniſters of the 
Goſpe!, thou bringſt many Scriptares, whereby thou would} prove * 
them tobe lawfully called, though they be out of the Power of God, 
and want the Power of that which they teach, page 7. 

As the ſons of Eli (thou faiſt) were lawfal Prie is, though they were 
wicked men; and this 1s a fit compariton, as thou may read in the firſt 
of Samuel.2.12. Now the ſons of Eli were ſons of Belial, they knew 
not the Lord; -and fo according to this, thou haſt rightly compared 
the Priefts; for though they have the name of being called, yer know 
they the Lord no more than the Sons of Belial did. | 

Again in the ſame page thou faift, The Scribes and Phariſees were 
called to teach, and Judas was a true Apotle; from which thou wouldft 
prove the Cal] of the Prie}s to be a true Callto the Mini.ry. 

Anſw. 1f the Priefts did Mini/er as truly as the Scribes and Phariſees 
migheſt ? 
exhort 3 


% 


_ 


S D A— tA - 


(4) 
exhort the People, to doas the Priefs ſay, butnot to do as they do; 
but ſeeing that they do not truly ſpeak the Scripture, but by conle- 
quences pervert it, as thou haft done in thy Book ; it 1s not therefore 
a good Dofrine, to bid the People either doas they ſay, oras they 
_ do,becaule they both ſay falſly & do falfly ; and as for *, comparing 
"a 


of them to Fudw, a for hig being called and receiving part of the Minijiry ; 
that,they are not likeunto himin , becauſe as yer they have no part 
nor lot 1n that macter 3 bit for his Treachery and Covetouſnels, bea- 
ring the Bag, and betraying the Lordof Life, for pieces of money, 
in that, they may be compare. to him, 

But thou failt, The wickedneſs of the Perſon doth not diſanul his Offi- 
ce, being lawfully called therennto, until he be degralel from that Office; 
£Andrto prove it,thou bring'ft teveral Scriptures,as Ezelzel 34.3. where 


the Shepheards cat the Fat and cloath with the Wool,and did not feed 


theFlock; Eſ4.56. 19,11. They are dumb Dogs that cannot bark , ſleep- 
ing, lying down, loving to ſlumber, they all look to their own way, every 
one-for- his gain from his Quarter, come ye (lay they) T will fetch 
Wine, and we will fill our ſelves wito jirong drink, and to morrow ſhall le 
as this day, and much more abundant 3 and thete, ſailt tho, were truly 
called. | 

From which Example your Minifers, as thou thus prove, are law- 
fully called to the work of the Miniſtry ; but when theſe Miniters and 
People read thy Book, they will not much commend thee for ſuch a 
Defence for them; But how doſt thou prove that thoſe before men- 


. tioned were lawfully called unto the work of the Minitry, being wic- 


ked Perſons? But when thou read'ft the Scripture over again, thou 
maiſt ſee that thoſe ate ſuch as the Lord ſaid, did run ag be = then 


 not,and (aid, the Lord ſaith,when he had not ſpoken unto then, Jer.1.4.t4. 


Now in this Vindication, thou haft not done any thing of that pre- 


tented confuting E. B. his Book called 4 Fuftand Lawfill Tryal of the. 


Minijters and Teachers of thus Age; but haft rather connrmed it, for 
hetrulyſcompared them unto thoſe ſpoken of before mentioned, and 
thou haſt compared them, as to the ſons of El, which we: e ſons of Be-+ 
tial, and knew not God ; and ſo his Book yet ſtands 1n force (for a 
Tryal to ſuch) unanſwered. 

And again as for thy pleading for Tythes for ſich as are like he op 
of Belialthou haſt no Precept,Pradice nor Example mn Scripture to plead 
for ſuch a thing, neither as ſuch, nor as the Mziters of Chrif. 
And whereas thou mention'ft, 47.4 and A#.5. and 1 Cor.9.4,5, &c. 

Theſe Scriptures ſpeak nothing of Tythes, nor of +, gy 
to the Miniiry; bit onely how that when they hadplanted £ 4 orb 

or 0 0 Fey 
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' they might eat of thefruit ; and when they had gathered @ Flock, might 
| eat of themilk; andwhen they kad ſown ſpiritual things ( amonglt a peo- 


ple) they had power to eat and power to drink; and ſo 1t was ordained 
chat rhey who Preached the Goſpel fhou'd live of the Goſpel; but it was 
not ordained that thoſe who Preached the Goſpel, thonld live by for- 
ced Maintenance, or by making Merchandize ot mens Goods and F- 
ſtates, of which the Priejis 1n England, for which tho writett this De- 
fence, are guilty, 

Again, thou goeſt abo't to Defend the Prie.}s ſprinkling of Infants, 
ſaying, It is a Sign or Seal of Salvation, Page 64. | | 

Anſw. If this be erue chat all Children ehis ſprinkled with water, 
hve the Seal of Salvation by the Keſurretion of eſws Chriſt, & are by this 
Baptiſm made partakers of Grace, and United intothe Church as Members 
of the Church ; Why do you tay both Prie is and Profeſſors, that there 
is no falling from Grace? have not many been ſo engrafted into the 
Church, and received that Seal, whom you now call Hereticks and De- 
ceivers ? why do you ſo confound one Principle with another, for we 
have been already fo ingrafted into the viſible Church, and made par-. 
takers of that Grace, which you ſay, its impoſlible co fall from. 

And thou bring'ft Calvins words, whica faith, That although there 
be but a little waier cait upon our heads, yet nctwithitanding it us not a 
vain figure , for the Heavens are opened upon us, and God (peaks in it, as 
it were from Heaven, and Chrit s there preſent with ha blood, as Wit- 
neſes of the uſage and operation of the Sacrament, and laith, Baptiſm is 
# Token and Proof f our Cleanſing, or a Seal and Charafter whereby God 
confirmeth unto us that all our ſins are cancelled and aboliſhed, andthat they 
may never be rehearſed nor impit ed. 

So then by this he thac hath a litr!< water caſt on his Head, he hears 
God ſpeakin 1t, and Chritt being pretent with his blood, waſhes away 
all fin; and this 1s a proof of his Cleaniting. So,why doſt thou and tire 
Priefts ſpeak and write again{ us, as being fallen from Grace, or de- 
parted from the Truth, tecing we have received as well as yon, the 
Sealof the Covenant and Proof of Cleanſing; and cannot fall from it, if 
your Do&rine be true; but as for Spink/ing Infants, thou haſt not 
brought one Scripture to proveit; b':t faift Baxter againſt Tombes 


hath proved it, and quoreſt Calvin and Beza, as if their words were 


plainer proof for thy purpoſe, then any Scripture ; for there is no 
Scripture without invented conſequrences, that 1s a precept for it; and 
when thou haft wearied thy ſelf and canſt not prove it, thou ſaift, 
whatſoever may be proved from the Scripture by conſequence, to be 
:1e ſcope and meaning of the Scripture, is ſufficient proof, page 73. 
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_  Againthou akeſt us a queſti £ P, oft ew thee one Command or Exan- 
| Þle in the Scripture, for the Baptizing of thoſe that are growen vþ, whoſe 
Parents one or beth were Ctr: 1a:1s by profeſſin; the Goſpel of Crit. © 
Any. If thou knew the Scriptures, or didſt weigh thy own words, 
It wo.ld ſtop thee from asking iuch tooliſn & unlearned Q:eſtions; for 
thou thy ſelf ccntefſeſt, that choie which were growen up were Bat i- 
zed, and that they had alio ieceived the Holy Ghoj before they 
were Baptized; andas for them, or their Parents, being called Chri- 
ſtians by their Profeſſion, many beleivers were Bapriſed and followed 
Chriſt, before the name Chrijitans was given to them, as thou may 
read As 11. 26. that after much people was gathered, and ſo be- 
come Churches, they were firſt called Chriſtians at Antioch, fo what- 
{oever their Parents were called by Profeſſion, that 1s nothing to 
| that which thou art about to prove (/prink/ing of Infants) but to 
conclude thy proof for Infants Baptiſm, thou quotes Rob. Brook , who 
thou (ayſt lg read more Ecclefia,ticdii hiories to find out the riſe and be- 
ginning of Baptiſm of Infants in the Church of Chriſt then all the Qua- 
kers, and yet he could xe. er find the beginning of it ; ſo hereall this while 
thou haſt pleaded for that, which thou knoweft not, who was the firſt 
Author of; and ſo thou haſt run out thy feif into meer 1gnorance: 
Bit chat thou maiſt be informed & made witer than thy Teachers, & 
thy earned Readers of Eccleſiajiical Hijtoryes , I ſhall ſhew thee the be- 
ginning . of that Baptiſm, and who-frſt invented _ Holy Water, 
In the reign f Pope Alexander, was Holy Water fir} invented, 
water mixed with ſalt, and by the ſaying of theſe words, we bleſs water 
mixed with ſalt among tke people, that all men ſprinkled therewith may 
be Sandiified, and purified, and this we command all Prie, s to do, as 
Piynny writeth. 
And hereby thou mayeſt know the firit Father or Inventor of this 
your praiſe; the Pope and not the Apoji/es, fo when thon writes a- 
gain do not ſo undervallew al the 2yake's,as thou haſt done in this thy 
book, as to ſay that they dare not read Latine Bocks, nor have read 
Hiſtories, and thou fayeſt, we count it a ſinn for Miniflers to learn La- 
tine: But theſe are bur falſe aſperiions, for we do not account it 
finn to /earn Latine, Greek , or Hebrew, neither are we afraid to 
read them, but we ſo far do read and know them, that we have 
found out the Pries deceipt, by pretending that of the Tongues which 
they had not; and though you Preach and Pradiiſe that which you 
know not where it had it"s beginning, yet we know how deceit came in, 


and how it hath overſpread you with darkneſle and ignorance, and 
becauſe you ſee not., therefore you judge us to' be blind, 4 br 
| Ligtt 
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Light of knowledge is ariſen,' in which we ſee before the Pope, his boly 
Water mingled with ſalt or (prinkjing Infants was, and ice the be- 
ginning, and End of thoſe dark inventions, and our Docrine, and 
Principles, tends to the bringing of People, roknow a true Eving four 
dation for all their pratiices, and that the darknefle of Popery, and ire- 
ditions of men may not alwayes keep people in blindnetic; to prefife 
the Popes inventions, inftead of the Apo ies and Chrijt Dofirine, who 
by the brighc ſhining of bis light is leading people to his Baptifor, which 
is by one ſpirit into one body, by fire and by the Holy-Ghgj, and fuch 
can no longer be kept in that, which doth not fo much as wafh a- 
way the filth of the fleſh, but comes ro the Anſwer of « good Con- 
ſcience, and witnefferh the Baptiſm which faverh, asrhe Apotle Peter 
(aith, 1Pet. 3. 21. and ſuch arc come to the waſting of Regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Gho+. | 

Again, to fill up thy book thon haft charged many falle things 
upon us, and fo find thy ſelf work, by enlarging thy Iyes one after 
another. | 

As firſt thou ſayft ſome of ws have affrmed' that Chriſt did never a- 
riſe from the grave, and that his body is rotted within the gra-e, and that 
ſome of us have madea mock of his Defirine of 7Juitification, by the im- 
putation and the interceſſion of Chrit. | 

Anſw. Theſe things are thy own, and were never affirmed by 
any of w'; but on the contrary that Chrit # ariſen from the 
dead and is become our firſt fruits, and by "the imputation and inter- 
fon, are we FJuſtified, and of God is he made unto us Fuſtification 
and life. 

6. Ri thou ſaiſt, we neither know nor under/tand what your Miniſters 
preach. 

Anſw. Tes, we both know and unde ftand, that they preach lyes in 
the Name of the Lord, and we know and underſtand thM thou art going 
about to make a defence and vindication for them in ſo doing. 

Again thou ſayſt the Duakers ſay,it matters not whether aman doe any 
good works, ſeeing they make him not good: Page 41. 

Anſw. This 1s fall, for none of the Quakers ever ſaid ſo; for our 
goodneſſe 18 of the Lord and not of works, and becauſe we have re- 
ceived goodneſe and mercy from him therefore doe we thoſe things 
that pleaſe him, and are obedient to his Will and Commands, | 

Again, Page (43.) that we ſay a man is ſavedby hearkning to the light 

within him and obeying the _ | 
Anſw. We never ſaid that by.hearkning or obeying, that man is ſaved ; 
bur by him which they areco hear and obey are they ſaved, and with- 
# l : out 
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Out Neaikningto 115 oye, and obeying of tim to whom he is predch- 


ed, thereis no Sa'vation. 
4 w__ _ —_ 14 - fe, 

_ Again Page 47. Tao! {ay the Qrakers inflead of blefing and pray- 
ing for their Enemies, curſe them | 
-» Anſs. This 15 fatje for we b:9ſe, and curſe not, but all curſed pratiices, 
words, and a&ions, we te iie araint, and for this cauſe are we ac- 
counteil thy enemies, becat!'e welell thee the truth. 

Again, page ( 48.) Thoa (a: i iniead of abhorring our ſelves, we jul:- 
fy our ſelves. 

Anſw. This 15 of thenumber of the ref afalſe accuſation, fer ſe/fe 


ſ 


1s that, which we beare witne!'e againft in all, juſtifying nothing but 


what God jutifieth, and condemning nothing but waat God con- 


demneth- 

Again, page 49. Thou ſayeſttre Quakers are fo proud to think , and 
Jay, they are more perfeci then the Apotle Paul. 

Anſw. When 1d any of the Quakers ſay, they were more perfei 
then the Apa Je? bur it ſeems thy tongue 1s ac liberty to make a 
zefige ior rhe Priefts,' and fill a volume of paper with lyes. 

Again,page (51) thou fayſt, that many of the Duakers go up and down 
raked. to Munife that they are as perfed, as Adara was in Inneeency. 

Anſy. Their going naked 15 as a Sgn unto thee, & the Prie?s, whom 
the Lord 15 now {iripping of the ſheeps cloathing, that all may ſee 
your ſhame and nakedneſſe, and that which you have been covered with 
1s but as /-:w25, and a Formal Notional Profeſſion of God, without his 
Life, Pos er cr. Spirit, and you muit be as 7@ked irom this covering, be- 
tore you be Innocent, as ever atty Quaker nath been from their 
cloaths. RE: | | 

Again, page (56. 57) thou ſayeft that we do condemn not only 
the Chyrckes now in beiiis ; bit ail that ever have been; the Churches 
ot Ara, Corith, Galatia, an Theſſalonica, &c. 

Anſw. This is but an addition to tay former lyes, for thoſe Churches 
we do own, and all fiich as do walk in their /ife,. and are g:uded by 
cheir Spirit, for the Church of the Theſſalonians was in God, 1 The. 1. 
but thou haſt appeared tÞ» be of another Spirzt,, and haft maniteſtec 
thy ſelf to be a condemner of thoſe Churches, as well as of us, as 
in page. 55. tho (aiſt in the Church at Corinth that there was ſuch cor- 
rupt members among them, as you can ſcarce find. in the worſt of your 
Congregations. x | 

So of that which thou falſſy chargeſt us, thou art truly guilty thy 
ſelf, and ſo kaft condemned thoſe Chyrc! es, and Tuſtified: your ſelves : 
But what corruption was ic that was ſo bad in thoſe Churches, that 
1s not inthe worſt of your Congregations. Again, 
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Again, as a/proof for thy condemning your own Churches, thou 
brings Brightmans, words ſaying, behold whatſoever is fir,t, that is true, 
and what(cever is later, that is falſe, Chap. 3.page 113. So that hereby, 
by thy old 4uther and Logick , thou haſt proved all your Chyrches 
in England to be falſe, for the Churckes of Aſa, Corinth, Galatia, 
and Theſſalonica, theſe were the firſt; but the Churches in England 
Epiſcopal and Presbytery, theie are latter, thei efore falle. _ 

Again, pag 60. Thou fayeſt, the Dvakers ſay they are ſo per/ef, 
that they cannot grow in knowledge nor grace. 

An/w. The Quakers never ſaid ſo, but on the contrary, we d9 grow 
in knowledge and in grace,whereby we (e, and comprehend, how thou and 
the Preiits do grow in rage, enmity, and -falſe accuſations againſt us, 
and we know alto, that you muſt tulfl your meaſure of Iniquity, 
and that all manner of evil muſt be ſpoken ara'nit us falſly, and ſo we 
are ſatisfied, becauſe we ſuffer not for evill doing, but for well 
doing. | | 

Again, page 6&1. Thou chargeſt us not to obey the commands of Chri t, 
but do teach men to break his commands ; twice in one page, and again 
in the next page. 

Anſw. All which doth but prove and manifeſt thy unbridled tongue, 
under which is the poyſon gf Aſpes, but if thou, or any other could in 
meekneſe and ſimplicity prove, that wee have either broken any of 
his Commands, or taught others to break them.z then we would be 
convinced, and thou ſhould be counted a reprover and inftruder in right- 
eonſneſſe ; but on the contrary we ſee, that bitterneſe and a lying ſpirit 
hath. poſſeſſed thee, and that thou only invents and Inagines 
falſe ina to fil up thy book, which we were never guity 
of, which never any ſober man, that had but the parts of a man, 
would ever lay to our charge, ſeeing, that both our principles, and 
praftices, witneſſeth to the contrary. 

Again, to tnake thy Vollume large, in page $2. thon brings the ſame 
lyes over again, charging us to fay, That » e aremore fuller of the Spirit 


then the Ayojtles, and of more knowledge, and (ironger. in Faith then the 


Apoſtles. 


Which Affirmation 1s thy own, and not ozrs; and. therefore 1s re- 


. turned back to be Condemred, where it did ari/e. 


In page $3. I The, Buakers will have no Order ; , and page 
84. thou ſaift, en ſe in our own conceit, and that we think our 
ſelves, wiſer than C#iſt, or his Apofles, or Churches. 

All which 1s but mulciplying lyes, and ſo not worth mnch ſpeaking 
unto, but onely that People may ſee, how thou haſt run ont thy felf till 
thou haſt no order over thy tongue, nor over thy Pen, which haſt been 


n- 
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ſo long time, as above half a year, in addmyg He. unto lye, to make & 
Tofence fer the Priets; and io it appeurs tt Truth willnot defend 
them; and thy Delence ot yes, 31! not /og deteiid trem:. for God will 
free avaythe refige of ves, and ke ihat love:h and telleth a /ye (as 
501 ha't done) hath no part in the Kingdom of God. | 

In page 94. tho accic ett Sara Blackborow, .as concerning a Women 
Specing in the Ch rch, us if Þ e hadſaid that the feſh was the Woman; 
from wich thou conciu les, That then the fleſh muji be married to Chriſt. 
end (o would make up abſurdities from thy own words. 

Anſ. This ts tay Ordinary way of proving Erroxr, firlt to affirm 4 
lyz of thy own making, chargirg it upon another, and then draw a Con- 
clufion, Anſwering this lye : but Sara Blackborow, nor any other of the 
Ora, ers, have ever ſaid, that the fieh was the Woman : but that which 
Sara Rlackbrow ſaid, was, That the fleſh was tobe ſilent, and that which 
ſpoke in thee.was that which was (illy,and was ever learning ; but when-any 
doth Pray or Prophefie, whether man or woman, and ſpeak forth that 
which God harh made manifett; that 1s, The Spirit of the Father in both, 
andis not to be quenched, for there is neither male nor temale, but all.s one 
in Chriit and in the Spirit,from which Preaching and Propheſyingproceeds; 
and the Promiſe is, that danghters as well as ſons ſhall Prophefe : And in 
the Church at Corinth they might all Propbefie one by one, that all 
mizht hear, and all might be edified; but thou ſaift, Thoſe women that 
did Propheſe, it was not in the Church; Where then did they Prophe- 
lie, it nor in the Church? Or what: was the Church? For 
it is wricten, 1 Thel.1. 1. That the Church s in God; And where 
miſt a woman be when ſhe Prayes or Propbefes, -1f not in the Church 
which is in Cod ? And where was it that Philips four Da'ghters prophe- 


{ied,whecher in the Church or out of it? And where was it that thatPriſ- 


cill4 did Minifer,whether in the Church or out of it? And Phebaza ſervant 
of the Chyrch, whecher ſhe might not Praynor Propheſie in it ? And 
Priſcilla, who was a helper of Paul in Chriſt, and laboured with him in the 
Goſgel, Rom. 16. Might not Pray or Propheſie in the Church ? 

- But now to ſreak the Trath in plainnels to thee, that whichthon 
CaveP} anain't; Ts not the woman nor the man, ſimply conſidered , But it 
is the Spirit ſpeaking in eitker, which thon cannot bear; for where the 
Spirit + the Father ſpeaks in Man or woman, thou ſets thy ſelf againſt it 


to pe tt. : ; 
And thon ſaift, Suſan Bond ſaid, Chriit was the Hwbarl1, and of bin 


they were tobe taught ; " and thou ſaiſt, Sara Blackborow-did like the An- 


ſwer well. 
Anſw. Who conld like it i//? Was not that @ good Anſwer 2 . And 


thau Al felf muſt own Chriſt to be thy Teacher, and earn of bim, 
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before ever God will make uſe of ha in his ſervice or #ork , though 
the Prieſts may make ule of thee fir their Defender. 

Again page 99. thou faift, Ie deny that any j} ould either Rule in the 
Church, or have any Honour. 

Anſw. No, we do not deny the Head of the Church, wkich i Chriji, to 
Rule, and to have allthe honour, but ;xe deny any Prie i to bear Rule by 
hi means, on to receive the Honour due unto Crerin tor we ſee they are 
fuch as /eek Honour of one another , and wot the Honour which belongs 
to GoJonely. ; 

Now whereas thou goes about to Vindicate, That wicked men May 


ſung Pſalmes ; and to prove it, makes tais Argument, {f anv be merry, 


let him ſing Pſalms; Now wicked men are merry us well as godly, though 
they haue no true cauſe, Exg0. pge $7. 
Anſw. This Logici-doth but prove, thy own i9,07.4nce and darkneſe, 
& not the thing intended by thee, as we thall ſhew; bur firſt ro Anſwer 
thee with thy own contradtc20n ; Doſt cho: not {ay in the next words 
before this Argument, that the cheifground(or ca'iſe) is;the Moral duty 
lying upon all men by the commandment of God? Now if wickedmen, do 
ſing Pſalmes by the commandment of God, do the; do it withour a irne 
cauſe > 1snot the Commandment of God, a true cau'e of aiiy aGion to 
them which are commandedby him ? But in this thou art bur b2/Jing 
again that which thou haft de.iroycd, and fo makes thy ielf a z7anſgreſir, 
and ſolet thy own confuſion corred thee: In the fame page thou {aytt, 
Thou wilt make good what thou haſt written by Scripture; Come then 
here we ſhall try thee; Where in the S$cr.ptyre doſt thou prove, that 
wicked men-may be merry and {ng Pſalres, though they lave no tri'e 
cauſe > but on the contrary haſt thounor read in the Scriptures, P 'ſ.65, 
That David was the (ong of the driznkards ; and if drunkards now-in Ta- 
verns and Ale-houlſes lay & ſing, T am not p:1ſt im mind, Tha: eno fcornful 
eye; and ſay, That as a weaned cki'1 they bave behaved themſelies; 
by thy Argument, if they be never ic wicked, yer, becauſe they are 
verry in the.r wickedne/s, they mav (rg hes inthe Name gf the Lord; 
& by thy Argument be 7u;ified,as men avingone!y that which God kad 
commanded them, And again thou maitit read in Scriptzre. Feel 1. 5. 
that ſuch wickedmen and drunzards weie called to weep and kowl,tor their 
miſery was coming ®pon them; {ſo tize Propiier did not call chem to 
to fing Davids Flalms, kecauie they were n:rry in their. wi: edneſe, as 
thou haſt done; and again thon may read u1 Amos.8.3. That the ſonps 
of the Temple ſhall be turned into howling, 2nd theſe wicked men in the 
Temple were Merry, and by thy argument migat fg Pſalnes or ſpiritu- 
all Songs ; bntthe Prophet faith inflea:! of f-rging they. muſt howl and 
Þ 2 come 
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come tobiiter Lanentation; % Es 1s not comely in the 10uth of Fooles, 
as the wie man faith who 1s taught of God, but the mouth of a Fool 
poureth forth his folly, and the infirn&ion of Fools is folly, Pro.16.22. And 
chis Sctipmevele rultillel 77 thee; for thy inſtrugting of Fooles and 
_ wicked men, tecwite they are merry in tae wickedneſſe, they may {ng 
Pſalmes as4 Command i::m God, and herein I have aniwer'd a fool 
accordin? to his foi. y, teat he Lovld be wiſe in kis own conceit ; and al- 
trough Davidcallietn ail Gods hot, and all /iving things made and creat- 
ed to praiſe the Lord, the Sn, Moon, and Stars, the Heavens, and- the 
Waters, cne Earth, the Dragons and the Deeps, Fire, Haile, Snow, and 
Vapor, Stormes and Wind i£:intiing bis word, Mountains and His, and 
fruitful! Trees, all Beats, Catt/e, Crecging things, and flying Fowles, 
Kings of the earth, and all Peop/e, &c. And now as David was in the 
Covenant, he {aw the Creatzres as they ſtood in their Covenant, un- 
corrupted: and iom a fit capacity to pratie the Lord, only man dege- 
nerated and unrettored again into the Covenant, he ſaw it was not 
comely for him to pratſe, nor to pray, nor to take Gods words in his 
mouth, nor to ſpeag of his Statutes; fo far, from Juſtitz ing thy Ar- 
ement, that wicked men becauſe they are Merry therefore may ſing 
Pſalmes, but when the Priefs or people, takes notice of thy book, 
and what Logick chou hait learned zo ju ify the wicked in their Singing, 
as well as ene godly, and how thou haſt ſhamed bork thy ſelf and 
them, wich ſuch foolith confulion, and Univerſity Logickh , its like 
they will tet thee no more awork, to defend and vindicate them with 
{uch weapons. 
Azain, page $9. thou failt, that it is ſaid by the Prophet prov. 21.4. 
that the ploughing of the Floughman is finn. 
Anſw. Eere thou baſt be/yed the Prop” et, and perverted his words, 
as thou haſt done the @rakers; tor the Prophets words 15 chele , 
an biph loo% , and a proud heart, and the plowohing of the wicked is fin; 
b':t ke doch nor lay that the ploughing of the Plouwhman is fin; But who 
can ecape the envy of flandrous tongies, which accounteth lying 
no {in, ifthereby they can accompliſh their own wicked ends? but 
the truth hath found tice ot and made thee maniteſt, ar d the Priets 
had better a wanted thy deſence, then to be to thamed by it; as they 
will be, unle.s they deny both thee and zt. 6 
Again, in the ſame pace thou ſaiſt, to kezr, red, pray, ſine pſalmes, 
and giving of thanks, they are works morally good being Commanaedl by 
tke Lord: bt the perſon doing them. being not jujtified, they are not good 
to him: for whatſoever is not of Faith is ſin. | 
Anſw. This is another piece of configon, and charging - God 
| ooliſh- 
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fooliſhly and falſly, to fay that the Lord commands thoſe things to 
be done, and thoſe he commands to do them, in doing of which it 
1s not good to them but fin; Where haſt thou learned? or where 
doſt thou read of ſuch a doCrine, that wicked men are commanded of 
God, to do ſuch things, which in doing is not food to them bur fin? 
Is Go4or CFrijt then the Miniſter of fin, or commands a man to co7- 
mit fin? Is not this Blaſphemy & Error in the highe } degree? And how da- 
eſt thou ſpeak of God,or of his Commands,or of his Obedience,ſeeing thou 
chus Blaſphers.him in his Worſhip ? but this ſhall remain as a Te?:- 
m-ny agauult thee; many other /yes and abominations haſt thou ſpoke 
againſt vs, and againſt God and his Trwh; a tew of which 15 {ut- 
kcient to make thee maniteſt. » 

In page (107.) thou ſaiſt, our Duaking fits, Many are of opinion that 
they are diabglicall, by a kind of witchcraft ,and ſai i,thou haſt hear4 ſtrange 
relations of Enchanted Ribbons, and giving 4rink after, & c. 

Anſw,, Upon the ſame account, many was ot opinion, that Chri? 
had a Devill, and was a Deceiver.and that the Apoſtles were Ring-leaders of 
Sets, & Hereſyes, and ſuch ſtrange relations might have been hear 
concerning the Apotles in their dayes; and it {eemes to thee, that liich 
reports 1s futhcient proofe, but this 1s contrary, to what thou haſt ſu1d 
in an other place, that thou weuldſi ipeake nothing, but according to 
what was written in the Scriptures ; And whereas thou tells of Er- 
chanted Ribbons, Is there ſome Ribbons that are enchanted? it may 
be thou meaneth enchanting Ribbons, but if ſo, where didſt thou e- 
ierknow ſucha thing, and for proofe, thon names Gilpin and Tolder- 
vyes books, which neither of them dotit;eate ſuch a thing, fothat it is 
thy enmity & wickedneſſ, tor there was never any fuch thing amons the 
Duahers, as giving Kibbans, and drin; after ; but that charge tho 
might haiie laid upon cane Prie ts and their Defenders, for there are the 
moſt ribbons uſed % juſtified, tili inpride they are Lecome the Servants of 
the Devill, and there 1s the giving of drink one to anotFer un- 
till they be enflamed, and made wnſe:Fble of God and of ki fear, by 
which they are enchanted, and beritched, that they doe ner obey the 
Goſpel!, but are given up _totFe.r own? hearts Litts, and thei eby are be- 
come the Servants of ſin and {© free from i 1thteoumet'e, 

Laſtly, not only we,have been failly ac:ued intheſe and many other 


things by thee ; but even the ſpirit of G4, which 1s: the Forntain of, 


cleanneſſe,1s by thee charged ail accuted to be corrupt, an Jefed page 
33. by paſſing through mans corrapt nature ( rhoutaiſt) becomes defiled. 
An(w. Is not this a im againſt the holy Gho f, which ſhall never be for- 
given, to charge the ſpirit to be corrupt and defiled? Aud in this thou 
ai{o 


r 

alio chargeth both the Father, A. Fon , to be corrupt & defiled, for 
they are one, fo thatif one of them be eorrpt, the ether is corrupt alſo, 
and as the ſpirit is in the Saints, fo 1s the Father in them, and tne Son, 
the hope of their glory, and none of chem are defied by mans corrupt 
nature, But chere is that 77 Mar, by which that which corrupteth his 
nature 15 wrought out, fo that man is made clean and undefiled by the 
(p/rit, and that ſpirit is not made corrupt and defiled by Mar; for that 
1> contrary to tne Scripture, to ſay, that by mans nature the ſpirit is de- 
fi/e{; tur to ſay, that by the ſpirit mans nature is cleanſed, and ſanciified, 
£n1s 15 accoraing tothe Scripture : but 1t 1s the work of Sarkan and 
his Meſ#ngers. to Blaſphem God tn his Temple, and io account his ſpirit 
(by which he leaceth neo ail truth) an wnholy thing ; and to thou art 
of the number of them, which account the b/ood, and Spirit of the 
Covenant an unholy thing; and we {eeingand knowing thele things, as 
Concerning our ſelves ve areſatisfied, becauie the Servant is not abo e 
his Majer : ſor if the Ma*er be called Belzebub, and the 
ſpirit a defiled or corrupt thing , well may wee be called 

eceivers, (although we be tri.e) and falſly accuſed with all manner 
of evil, according to our Maſters words ; and thee things we ſhould 
bear in patience and ſ;/ence, as to our ſelves, but as in reſpeft unto o- 
thers, weare conſtrained, by the wncorr#upted and undefiled Spirit of the 
Lord, to teſtifie to the world, that their deeds are evil, and to manifeſt 
the workings of Sathan in the Myſtery of Iniquity, which now already 
worketh in many, juſtifying the wicked, and condemningthe Jujt, which 1s 
abomination to the Lord, which his Spirit will not bear anreproved; and 
not onely the 7u# men are condemned and falſly accuſed, bur alio the 
Tult undefiled,Eternal,and unerrirg Spirit, is accuſed by him, who makes 
#« defence for the Prie'is in their unrighteow Pratiices &nd Wages; fo by 
che plain Evidence and Demonſtration of Truth, he berrig made ma- 
nifeſt to be an Enemy to God, and by his wicked works and words, 
1 do judge him not worrhy of much more Anſwer to his Book ; and 
alſo ] do Judge him not able to prove any of the falie Accuſations 
charged in it againſt us, ſome of which s herein returned unto him 
again, which when he dcth bur really wergh it and confider, it may 
be, he will fit down in ſ/ence, and wait, if there may be hope of his 
forgivene's for this (nor onely ignorance, but) wiltuinels, charging 
ws. the Spirit of God, and his people, with that, of which they were never 
guilty ; forwe are in the Truth, unto which every tongue ſhall confeſs, 
and by which every Oppoſer ſhall become ſilent before the Lord; and mn 
the Spirit of this Truth do we deſire not the Dz ir4570n, but the Reper- 
tence and Porgiveneſs of our Enemies; Andthoſe thar do abuſe ws and 


wr0n7 us ignorantly, their fins will be ſooner þlotred out, then thoſe who 
| R wil- 
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wilfully have ſet their hearts and tongues to work wickedneſs, for they | 
ſhall receive the greater condemnation. 
The knowledge and life of truth, is that we defire al! peop/e may come 
| into, that by it the power of the wicked one may be taken away, which 
ſo furiouſly worketh 1n the hearts of thoſe, whichreceives not the Truth 
| in the love of it, but brings forth floods of enmity bitterneſs againſt the 
Lambs of Chrift; but the Lveof God which thinketh no evil, neither 
| doth any urto another,is that which when it is fe/t 8& obeyed in all,will 
| dry up thoſe floods from off the face of the Earth, that there may be a 
bs place of Ref for the Redeemed and Elef Seed, who onely hath the 
| Lordand his light for their habitation, and the Sword of the Spirit, which 
i the Word of God, for their Armour and Defence. 


' 


